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September 6, 2016
Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Welcome to a new school year!  My name is Elizabeth Williams and I am thrilled and honored to be your child’s second grade teacher.  I look forward to working with you and your child to make this an educational, productive and successful school year.  Prior to your child starting the school year, you were given the Student Code of Conduct.  Please discuss these expectations with your child as our classroom norms (rules) are aligned with them.  

As we begin a new school year, our school vision is Academic Success For All!  Like you, I have high expectations for your child.  There are many ways through which we can work as a team to help your child achieve his or her best academically, socially, and emotionally.  Communication is key to your child’s success.  I will periodically send home newsletters updating you about our class curriculum, activities, and progress. 
I look forward to establishing a positive relationship with you and your child.  It is important that we share with our children that we believe in them and that we expect great things as they strive for excellence.  Our class symbol is the eagle as our children are expected to be strong in academics and in character. 

Educationally yours,

Ms. Elizabeth Williams

ABTE Vision

Academic Success For All!
ABTE MISSION

The Academy For Business & Technology Elementary School in cooperation with parents and community members, will provide all students with a clean, safe and caring environment, maximizing academic achievement, improving self-esteem, developing sound character; thereby, producing responsible citizens of a global society.

Suggested Supply List
· 1 pack of pencils




· erasers

· two (2) folders with pockets 

· a box of crayons

· 1 pencil case

· child-friendly scissors

· glue sticks

*These supplies can be purchased at Dollar Tree, Walgreens, CVS, Target, Walmart, etc.  Extra supplies will be available in the classroom, if needed.

As cold season approaches, you are welcome to donate tissue and/or hand sanitizer for the class.

Homework

Homework is key to helping students understand and reinforce what is taught in class.  A homework packet will be sent home every Tuesday and will be due the following Tuesday.  Students will have six nights and a weekend to complete the assignments.

It is strongly recommended that students do homework each night instead of trying to complete the entire packet in one or two days.  By spreading out the assignments, students are continually reinforcing what they learn in class.  Homework is worth 5% of the reading and math grades.  

Classwork & Assessments

Students are expected to complete classwork, in class, within the time allotted.  Assessments are worth 50% of your child’s grade.  Classwork (including participation) (25%), homework (5%), and quizzes (20%) combined are worth the remaining 50% of your child’s grade.  
Attendance

School begins at 8:15 a.m.  If your child is tardy, he or she must report to the office for a pass.  If your child is absent, please send a note upon his or her return.
Students are dismissed at 3:15 p.m.  There are no early dismissals between 3:00 p.m. and 3:15 p.m.
Make-Up Work

Students are expected to make up missed work due to absence.  Make-up work is due within two days of the student’s return.

Specials
Monday
Computers
(10:55 a.m. – 11:40 a.m.)
Tuesday
Gym         
(10:55 a.m. – 11:40 a.m.)

Wednesday
Computers 
(10:55 a.m. – 11:40 a.m.)


STEM

(1:00 a.m.  – 1:45 a.m.)



Thursday
Gym      
(10:55 a.m. – 11:40 a.m.)
Friday

Computers 
(10:55 a.m. – 11:40 a.m.)
*Students need gym shoes on gym days.
Grading Scale
Grades



A = Excellent
90% - 100%



B = Good
80% - 89%




C = Average
70% - 79%



D = Poor
60% - 69%




E = Failing
59% and below

Dress Code

Students are expected to follow the dress code Monday through Thursday.  Fridays are dress down days for $1.00.  Students not wishing to dress down may wear their regular school uniform. 
Celebrations
If you wish to bring a treat for a birthday, please let me know in advance.  The best time to have a treat is at the end of the day between 2:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
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Soaring Eagles Song

Eagles soaring soar so high.


Eagles soaring in the sky.
We are little eagles, too.



You can tell by what we do.

Just like eagles, we do our best.



Just like eagles, we pass the test.

We listen and anticipate



That second grade will be great.

Just like eagles we believe,



That if we try, we can achieve.

We read, write, multiply and divide.



We are champions we know inside!

written by Elizabeth Williams, 2009

(This song was written to help our students practice positive thinking and belief in themselves.)

